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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


Devils Lake Conference, La Valle, 
May 21 

Eleven libraries answered to roll call 
at the meeting held in La Valle on Fri- 
day, May 21. Total attendance was 40. 
The library having the largest delegation 
—six—was Mazomanie, which had come 
the longest distance. Transportation dif- 
ficulties had been met by having one car 
owner in each community save up enough 
gas for the trip. The Sauk County ra- 
tioning board had granted enough addi- 
tional points for meat, coffee and sugar. 
The picnic lunch was as bountiful as 
ever. The day was the first perfect one 
of its kind for the season. In all ways the 
meeting was a success. 

The morning session, held in the li- 
brary room, opened with a few words of 
gracious welcome from Mrs. F. G. Klett, 
president of the local board. Mr. Stine, 
trustee from Reedsburg, made a genial 
response, paying a tribute to the excel- 
lence of the La Valle library for a village 
of its size. Mrs. Paddock, a charter mem- 
ber of the local woman’s club, told of the 
founding of the library in 1903, a typical 
story of those times, with Lutie Stearns 
addressing a mass meeting, basket sup- 
pers and bazaars to raise funds, volun- 
teer help for the first few years, until 
the village took over the library in 1906. 
Mrs. Thornton, another charter member 


of the club which started the library, was 
also present. 

The first topic of the morning, Meet- 
ing the war situation with the children’s 
reading, was handled by Mrs. Culver, 
Baraboo public library, Miss Johnson, 
Baraboo high school library, and Mrs. 
Hanzlik, Wonewoc public library. 

Mrs. Culver called attention to the pow- 
erful agencies at work to influence chil- 
dren’s minds outside the library and sug- 
gested that if we sometimes feel that 
we aren’t doing very much, we must con- 
sider the few hours of the child’s life 
that are spent in the library. She em- 
phasized book selection as the most im- 
portant factor in our contribution to a 
child’s development. She urged more 
teaching of brotherhood and less empha- 
sis on hate. By stressing the hate side 
too much we may be doing something to 
hinder post war settlement. Desirable and 
undesirable types of books and posters 
were referred to and displayed. 

Miss Johnson reported some of the in- 
dications of growing consciousness of the 
war as they show up in a high school 
library: such as the interest in aero- 
nautics and the extent to which aero- 
nautics has permeated every school sub- 
ject; new emphasis on geography and on 
consumer education. Like the previous 
speaker, she urged the necessity of guard- 
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ing against prejudice—not merely hatred 
but the “blind spots” in relation to other 
countries. Students of junior high and 
sophomore age, she said, still want their 
dog and horse stories, but those in the 
upper classes are interested in the war, 
with personal narratives leading in pop- 
ularity. There is also great demand from 
both boys and girls for books about the 
services. 

Mrs. Hanzlik told of her work with 
children in the Wonewoc library. Her 
effort has been to bring home the idea 
that children are children the world over. 
In her book talks, her selection and ar- 
rangement of books, her posters, she has 
stressed children of other lands; also the 
children of America in different times 
and places. Her main effort has been to 
broaden the feeling of brotherhood, to 
create a feeling for mutual help, not con- 
quest in young minds. 


A discussion of popular magazines in 
the school library was led by Mrs. Dor- 
othy Mueller, a high school teacher from 
Sauk City, who had brought two of her 
pupils with her. In a poll of the school 
to determine which magazines should be 
kept on the school subscription list, Mrs. 
Mueller had found that student opinion 
can be relied on. No cheap magazines 
were asked for. There were no elimina- 
tions of magazines already on the list, 
and several good suggestions for addi- 
tions were made. Keith Getchman, sopho- 
more student in the high school, pre- 
sented the boy’s point of view, naming 
Collier’s, Time, the New Yorker and 
Reader’s Digest as the magazines best 
liked. Time is found useful for current 
history, although the students recognize 
that it is colored by the political slant 
of the editor. This idea of America dom- 
inating the world is not popular, he 
stated. 

Speaking for the girls, Carol Enge re- 
ferred to Popular Science, Current His- 
tory, Time and Reader’s Digest as maga- 
zines found useful in school work. As ad- 
ditions to the subscription list she sug- 
gested a pictorial magazine, preferably 
Life, also Vogue and Mademoiselle, the 
latter for its career information. The 
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boys would also like a pictorial magazine, 
more aviation, and a sports magazine. 

Miss Prytherch, librarian at Viroqua, 
next took up the topic of magazines pop- 
ular in the public library. Among the 
publications referred to as “never on the 
shelf” were Life, Mademoiselle, National 
Geographic, Saturday Evening Post and 
Flying. The “cultural” magazines, Har- 
per’s and Atlantic have a few faithful 
readers. Asia is growing in popularity. 
Reader’s Digest is in demand, despite the 
number who subscribe personally. The 
three leaders in circulation are Life, Cos- 
mopolitan and Photoplay. The library cir- 
culates current issues over night, with 
a fine of 5c if copies are not returned 
promptly. 

At the afternoon session which fol- 
lowed the luncheon, roll call was respond- 
ed to by reports on outstanding achieve- 
ments. A bequest of $1,000 to Baraboo; 
money gifts to New Lisbon and Sauk 
City; an increased appropriation for 
Mazomanie; a new globe and increased 
rural service at Reedsburg; a removal to 
new quarters in the village hall at Spring 
Green; increased high school reading in 
Wonewoc; pleasant contact with defense 
workers in Prairie du Sac; successful 
book reviews at Viroqua, were among 
the achievements reported. Miss Roberts, 
Elroy, spoke of some of the contrasts be- 
tween the last war period and this. Mrs. 
Gleue, in speaking for La Valle, said 
that the outstanding event to them would 
be having entertained the conference. 

In speaking of recent books Miss Reely 
ealled attention to the influence of war- 
time regulations on the physical appear- 
ance of books, showing two recent ex- 
amples. Books will be smaller, easier to 
hold in the hand, and will occupy less 
shelf room. But they will be harder on 
the eyes, and probably less satisfactory 
for re-binding. 

The general characteristics of the war 
books now appearing were referred to 
briefly, the emphasis in the talk being on 
the other good books which are receiving 
less active promotion. Among these were 
George Washington Carver, by Rackham 
Holt; Brothers under the skin, by Carey 
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McWilliams; Syrian Yankee, by Salom 
Rizk; Year of decision, by Bernard De 
Voto; Passengers to Mexico, by Blair 
Niles; Trees and test tubes, by Charles 
Morrow Wilson; Giants gone, by Ernest 
Poole; Exploring the dangerous trades, 
by Alice Hamilton; and Pioneer to the 
past, by Charles Breasted. 

fFosdick’s On being a real person was 
recommended for spiritual comfort; 
Dike’s Stories from the Great Metropol- 
itan Operas, and Howard’s This modern 
music, for musical enjoyment; Fuller’s 
Now that we have to walk for nature 
appreciation, and Robert Frost’s Come 
in for complete satisfaction. 

Eleanor Davis, Library Visitor, fol- 
lowed with Ideas gathered from library 
visits, mentioning some of the distinctive 
signs pointing out the location of the li- 
brary, notably in Frederick and Wone- 
woc. Bulletin boards, outdoors and in, 
were also mentioned, and the increasing 
use of color in interior decoration was 
commended. Changing the woodwork from 
dark to light is another way in which li- 
braries are brightening their interiors. 

Mr. Lester gave a brief report on legis- 
lative matters of interest to libraries. 
Miss Johnson proposed a vote of appre- 
ciation to Mrs. Gleue and the La Valle 
group for a splendid meeting and graci- 
ous hospitality, and the meeting ad- 
journed. 

Two invitations had been submitted 
for next year, from Mazomanie and New 
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Lisbon. On motion of Mr. Stine, the in- 
vitation from Mazomanie was accepted, 
with the understanding that New Lisbon 
will have the meeting for the year fol- 
lowing. 

M. K. R. 


Rock River Valley 


Representatives of eight libraries of 
the Rock River Valley Conference met for 
dinner during the State Meeting held in 
Madison April 30-May 1. Plans were 
made for holding the organization to- 
gether until such time as it seems advis- 
able to arrange for a meeting. The per- 
manent committee appointed for this pur- 
pose consists of Mrs. Nellie W. Kohli, 
Monroe, Mrs. Agnes B. Miller, Delavan, 
and Hazel Russell, Oregon. Others pre- 
sent were Mae E. Hitchcock, Edgerton, 
Mrs. W. A. Sumner, Stoughton, Anna J. 
Stevens, Evansville, Mrs. Atwood Stew- 
art, Brodhead, Mrs. Ethel M. Brann, 
Lake Geneva, and Mr. Lester, Miss Elea- 
nor Davis and Miss Reely, representing 
the Commission. 


Northwestern District 


In answer to a questionnaire sent out 
by Miss Engesether, chairman, 17 out 
of the 23 librarians who replied were in 
favor of holding a meeting, with opinion 
about evenly divided as to the preferred 
time, spring or fall. At the present writ- 
ing it seems probable that a date will be 
set for a fall meeting. 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


THE FUNDAMENTALS OF ELECTRICITY is 
based on an official outline prepared by 
the U. S. War Dept. for use in pre- 
induction training courses. The booklet 
aims to provide basic facts and informa- 
tion necessary to understand applications 
of electricity in the armed forces or in 
production. Includes simple experiments. 
Schools and study groups may obtain 
single copies at 15c each, or 10 copies 
for $1. from School Service, Westing- 


house Electric & Mfg. Co., 306 Fourth 
Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PEACE AND WAR: United States foreign 
policy, 1931-1941 is an introduction to a 
collection of documents concerning the 
foreign relations of the U. S., especially 
policies and acts toward promoting con- 
ditions of peace and world order and to- 
ward meeting dangers arising from Jap- 
anese, Italian and German aggression. 
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State Dept. pub. 1853. U. S. Supt. of 
Docs., 25c. Documents referred to in 
text are being issued separately. 


Victory is a record of America’s share 
towards winning the victory, told in ar- 
ticles and photographs. V. 1, No. 1 in- 
cludes articles on the U. S. Marines, Raw 
stuffs of victory, the WAACS, War 
against disease. Published by U. S. Gov- 
ernment. Probably obtainable through 
Office of War Information, Washington, 
D. C. 


POST-WAR PLANNING IN BRITAIN contains 
accounts of the work of the many un- 
official organizations concerned with post- 
war planning, from 1939-1943. Topics 
include International planning, Relief 
and rehabilitation of occupied territory, 
Industry, Agriculture, Housing, Educa- 
tion, Health, The Churches. The informa- 
tion should be of interest to American 
organizations studying post-war plan- 
ning. Obtainable from British War In- 
formation Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York City. 


AMERICA’S BATTLE FRONTS. Headline book 
No. 38, describes briefly the various coun- 
tries where American forces are fighting. 
Issued in February but essentially up- 
to-date in April. Foreign Policy Assn., 
22 E. 38th St., New York City. 25c. 


EAST AND WEST OF SUEz: the story of 
the modern Near East, is another Head- 
line book (No. 39) that aims to provide 
background information for intelligent 
thinking about the problems of today. 
25c. Foreign Policy Assn., 22 E. 38th St., 
New York City. 


WoMEN AT WORK IN WARTIME discusses 
the availability of woman power, the 
kinds of jobs open to women, care of chil- 
dren of working mothers, and similar 
topics. Public affairs pamphlets No. 77. 
10c from Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 
80 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. 


FOREIGN WAR RELIEF describes the aid 


given overseas by the American Red 
Cross from Sept. 1, 1939 to Dec. 31, 1942. 
It also answers questions as to what serv- 
ices are available and how such war re- 
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lief is given. Publication ARC 314 of the 
American National Red Cross, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


How TO DISCUSS DEFENSE PROBLEMS is a 
circular issued by the Extension Service, 
College of Agriculture, Madison, for use 
by persons who are called upon to plan, 
lead or participate in discussions dealing 
with national defense. 


BATTLE STATIONS FOR ALL is a basic hand- 
book on the fight to control living costs 
and prevent inflation. Especially useful 
for speakers, editorial writers, newspa- 
permen, teachers and other community 
leaders who may be called on to explain 
the anti-inflation program to the general 
public. Division of Supplies, Office of 
War Information, Washington, D. C. 


YOUR MONEY AND THE FEDERAL RESERVE 
SYSTEM is of interest to high school eco- 
nomics classes. Explains the working of 
the Federal reserve system and is well 
illustrated with photographs. 15c from 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. 


FACTS ABOUT CRIPPLED CHILDREN, 1943, 
discusses briefly the program of Federal 
aid to the states for services for crippled 
children. U. S. Children’s Bureau publi- 
cation 293. 


FooD FOR YOUNG CHILDREN IN GROUP CARE 
will prove helpful to persons responsible 
for feeding young children in such groups 
as day nurseries, nursery schools, and 
day-care centers for children of working 
mothers. Discusses kind of food, buying, 
preparation, menus, and related topics. 
U. S. Children’s Bureau pub. 285, Chil- 
dren in wartime No. 4. U. S. Supt. of 
Doc. 10c. 


MATERNITY AND INFANT CARE FOR WIVES 
AND INFANTS OF MEN IN THE ARMED 
FORCES will answer questions about the 
amount of care available without cost to 
the family through State health depart- 
ments. Funds have recently been made 
available by Congress and provide for 
prenatal, maternity, and postnatal care. 
Toys IN WARTIME contains excellent sug- 
gestions to parents on making toys in 
wartime, with emphasis on materials gen- 
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erally available at home, such as spools, 
gourds, boxes, etc. U. S. Children’s Bu- 
reau. 


WILD Foops, a Cornell rural school leaf- 
let issued by New York State College of 
Agriculture, Ithaca, contains much in- 
formation on wild plants that can be 
u.ed as cooked vegetables, salads, des- 
serts, jams, beverages. Most of the plants 
will be found in Wisconsin. 


GUIDES FOR WARTIME USE OF WOMEN ON 
FARMS explains methods of recruiting, 
standards to be maintained, and sugges- 
tions as to cooperation of women’s or- 
ganizations in the solution of the farm 
labor problem. Special bulletin No. 8 of 
the Women’s Bureau. 10c from Supt. of 
Does., Washington, D. C. 


GUIDES TO SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT OF 
NON-FARM YOUTH IN WARTIME AGRICUL- 
TURE discusses briefly standards of selec- 
tion, preparation for work, conditions of 
work and living, community cooperation. 
U. S. Children’s Bureau pub. 290. 


How BILLS BECOME LAWS is a mimeo- 
graphed bulletin that may be obtained 
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free from the Assembly Chief Clerk, 
State Capitol, Madison. 


THOMAS BENTON, American artist, is the 
subject of Demcourier’s special articles 
for February, 1943. The April, 1943, is- 
sue is devoted to information about Mark 
Schorer, Wisconsin author. Demco Li- 
brary Supplies, Madison. 


AMERICANS WANT TO READ, by Dorothea 
F. Hyle, is the title of Social Action for 
November 15, 1942. It is a brief review 
of libraries in the United States and a 
plea for more libraries and better library 
service, with special emphasis on the 
need for increased rural library service. 
Published by The Council for Social Ac- 
tion, 289 Fourth Ave., New York City. 
15c. 


Woritp Book reprints from the World 
book encyclopedia are available to li- 
braries. The titles include: First aid and 
safety; Pioneer life; Colonial life; Visual 
aids; Library; Latin America. The auth- 
or of each is familiar with his subject 
and writes interestingly. Reprints are 
well illustrated. The Quarrie Corpora- 
tion, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Coe, George A. What is religion doing 
to our consciences? 19438. 120p. Scrib- 
ner, $1.50. 230 


The ideas that religious people have held as 
to what is good and what is evil have changed 
from one period of history to another. In this 
essay the author points out what some of these 
changing conceptions have been and makes ap- 
plications to present problems. 


Heaps, Isabel Warrington. Five Marys. 
1942. 101p. illus. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, $1.50. 232.9 or 220.9 


The five Marys are Mary the mother of Jesus, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, Mary of Bethany, 
Mary of Magdala, and Mary of Jerusalem, who 
was the mother of Mark. The five stories, 


somewhat fictionized but holding close to the 
Biblical narrative, are beautifully told in natur- 
al, unaffected language which would make them 
very satisfactory for reading aloud. Church 
groups and others looking for just such read- 
ings will welcome the book. 


Strain, Frances Bruce. Your child, his 
family and friends. 1943. 210p. illus. 
Appleton, $2. 136.7 


The child in his personal relationships with 
others is the theme of a new book by this de- 
pendable writer. The treatment is sound, the 
book readable, the pictures appealing, but per- 
haps it is a supplementary rather than an es- 
sential book. 


Wieman, Regina Westcott. Does your 
child obey? 1943. 128p. Harper, $1.25. 
173 








82 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


A sane and practical treatment of the trouble- 
some problem of obedience of children in the 
home or school, particularly the home. Does 
not limit itself to young children, but ranges 
from babyhood to adolescence, Should prove in- 
teresting and valuable to all parents. 


Sociology 


Baker, Laura N. Wanted: women in war 
industry. 1948. 215p. illus. Dutton, 
$2.50. 355 


How to go about getting a job, the opportu- 
nities and types of work open to women. Fully 
illustrated. 


Flikke, Julia O. Nurses in action. 1943. 
239p. illus. Lippincott, $2.50. 355.34 


“Information on the founding of the army 
nurse corps, the training and work of the nurses 
and brief sketches of their part in the present 
war. In spite of an obvious attempt to romanti- 
cize the service, the book covers the subject 
adequately enough to interest those considering 
becoming a nurse.’’—Booklist. 


See Booklist 38 :348 My. 1 ’43. 


Knox, John C. Order in the court. 1943. 
3841p. Scribner, $2.75. 340 


Out of his 25 years’ experience as United 
States judge for the southern district of New 
York, the author recalls some of the many cases 
that have come before him and reflects on the 
subject of justice. He points out that concen- 
tration of interest on the most sensational 
cases and the way these are publicized gives 
an entirely false impression of the day-by-day 
workings of a court of law. He says a good 
word for modern youth and for our system of 
justice, which is often compared unfavorably 
with that of other countries, notably England. 
“Justice is more abundant and more easily ob- 
tained in America than in any other land on 
earth.” 


McWilliams, Carey. Brothers under the 
skin. 1943. 325p. Little, $3. 325.73 


Timely and important book on the race prob- 
lems which are our own responsibility. Opens 
with a chapter on The non-vanishing Indian, 
continues with The long-suffering Chinese, The 
forgotten Mexican and Our Japanese hostages. 
Others take up the Hawaiians, the Puerto Ri- 
cans, and of course the Negro, with a final Out- 
line for action. Its value is that it presents 
some new points of view, particularly on Cali- 
fornia and the Exclusion acts. 


See Booklist 39 :348 My. 15 °43. 
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Vickery, William E. and Cole, Stewart 
G. Intercultural education in Amer- 
ican schools. 1943. 214p. Harper, $2. 

370.1 


The dangers inherent in present racial and 
religious antagonisms as: they exist here in 
America today and the responsibility of the 
school for their elimination are presented in 
this book, with practical suggestions as to ob- 
jectives and methods. A book to bring to the 
attention of social science teachers and to group 
leaders. 


Language 


Stillman, Clark and Gode, Alexander. 
Spanish at sight. 1943. 98p. illus. 
Crowell, $1.25. 468 


The pictorial method used here provides an 
entertaining as well as a practical method of 
learning Spanish. Authors have been teachers 
of modern language, one at the University of 
Michigan, one at Chicago. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Garrison, Charlotte G. and Sheehy, Em- 
ma D. At home with children. 1943. 
256p. illus. Holt, $2.50. 649.5 


“A guide to pre-school play and training.” 
Emphasis is on natural imaginative play with 
simple materials and equipment. There is a 
short chapter on books and reading, with a 
good selection of books for young children; and 
an excellent chapter on music, with a listing of 
song books and records. 


Goad, E. F. American Diesel engines; 
their operation and repair. 1942. 
3138p. illus. Harper, $2.75. 621.43 


An introductory text book intended for voca- 
tional schools. Would meet the need of any 
small library having a call for information on 
the subject. 


Low, A. M. Science looks ahead. 1948. 
640p. illus. Oxford, $4.50. 600 


Readers of scientific bent will enjoy these 
forecasts of new developments in transporta- 
tion, communication, industry and other fields. 
The book is English and some of the applica- 
tions, to motor car construction, for instance, 
may not fit American trends. Simply written 
and readable; but at the price, for larger li- 
braries. 


Meier, Frank. Fathoms below. 1943. 
8319p. illus. Dutton, $3. 627 
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Accounts of some of the great feats of sal- 
vage, including the raising of the Normandie. 


Wilson, Charles Morrow. Trees and test 
tubes; the story of rubber. 1943. 
252p. illus. Holt, $3.50. 678 


An admirable and up-to-date book on the 
subject of rubber, its history and production, its 
importance in every day life, the significance of 
the present shortage, and the outlook for the 
future. The author is well known as an author- 
ity on South and Central America and their 
commercial products, and as a writer who is 
always stimulating and readable. 


Fine Arts 


Adams, Dale. Fun with cards. 1943. 
118p. Barnes, $1. 795 


Casino, cribbage, cooncan, gin rummy, hearts, 
and pinohcle are just a few of the card games 
covered in this book, not to mention some doz- 
en or more variations of solitaire. Should be 
a popular addition to the entertainment shelf. 


Bartlett, Francis G. and Crawford, 
Claude C. Art for all. 1942. 271p. il- 
lus. Harper, $2.40. 701 


A book on “art appreciation as related to 
dress, home, school and work.’’ (Sub-title). The 
two authors write from the school point of 
view, but the book, because it is simple and 
elementary in its approach, would be of value 
to any one interested in developing good taste 
in matters of dress, home furnishing or any 
other of the fields covered. 


Gabrielson, Ira N. Wildlife refuges. 
257p. illus. Macmillan, $4. 799.2 


“Including Alaska, 17,643,915 acres are now 
in wildlife refuges administered by the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.”’ In addition there are the 
refuge areas administered by states and other 
agencies. The author traces the history of the 
refuge movement, discusses problems of man- 
agement, and describes some of the outstanding 
refuges of various types in different parts of 
the country. With its many excellent illustra- 
tions is a book to appeal to all interested in 
wild life. 


See Booklist 39 :350 My. 15 ’43. 


Geist, Roland C. Hiking, camping and 
mountaineering. 1943. 304p._ illus. 
Harper, $3. 796.5 


An admirable handbook, giving practical and 
detailed information on every phase of the 
three subjects covered. Its range is from simple 
walking trips to highly difficult mountain climb- 
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ing. There are maps, diagrams, and photograph- 
ic illustrations, a bibliography, a list of hiking 
and mountain clubs, and a glossary of mountain- 
eering terms. 


See Booklist 39 :350 My. 1 °43. 


Howard, John Tasker. This modern mu- 
sic. 1942. 2384p. Crowell, $2.50. 780.9 


“People have never liked modern music—at 
first,’ states the author in the title of the 
opening chapter. This might serve to express 
the theme of the book as a whole. For, through- 
out, the author makes clear how in each mu- 
sical period composers have introduced new 
elements which were shocking to the ears of 
contemporary listeners. Yet, “these modern de- 
vices have generally been a development and 
extension of something that has existed before.” 
The modern music of our own day is given its 
place in this historic sequence. Simply written 
but requires some musical knowledge for com- 
plete appreciation. 


See Booklist 39:314 Ap. 1 °43. 


Literature 


Welshimer, Helen. Shining rain. 1943. 
157p. Dutton, $2. 811 or 821 


Light verse and poems of sentiment are min- 
gled in a volume which would have been better 
for some culling. But there is much in it that 
readers will like. 


Wilder, Amos N. The healing of the 
waters. 1943. 89p. Harper, $1.75. 
811 or 821 


There is a Biblical note in this volume of 
poetry, emphasized by the frequent use of scrip- 
tural texts. Not popular poetry, but will ap- 
peal to some thoughtful readers. Author is a 
brother to Thornton N. Wilder. 


Biography 


Breasted, Charles. Pioneer to the past. 
1943. 4836p. Scribner, $3.50. 921 


A biography of James H. Breasted, the arche- 
ologist, written by his son, who from early 
childhood was closely associated with his fath- 
er’s travels and studies in Egypt and the Near 
East. Somewhat long and of first appeal per- 
haps to the scholarly minded, but as a typically 
American story of a middle western boy, born 
in Rockford, Ill., who rose to prominence in a 
field quite remote from his origin, it should 
interest others: also. 
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Hamilton, Alice. Exploring the danger- 
ous trades. 1943. 433p. Little, $3. 921 


Dr. Alice Hamilton has been a pioneer in the 
field of industrial medicine. So far was she in 
advance of the profession in this field that in 
1919 Harvard University, notoriously hostile to 
women, offered her an assistant professorship. 
In 19385 when she retired it was with the title 
Professor Emeritus. But there have been many 
other aspects of her life which give interest to 
this book. She lived for years at Hull House; 
went to Europe with Jane Addams on the fam- 
ous peace mission of 1915; at the close of the 
war made a study of the effects of starvation 
on German children; was in Russia in 1924; in 
Germany in 1933, and again in 1938. A book of 
great interest—for thoughtful readers, and an 
admirable one for review before social-minded 
groups. 





Ickes, Harold L. Autobiography of a 
curmudgeon. 1943. 350p. Reynal, $3. 
921 


These reminiscences are chiefly of the auth- 
or’s political life, with the exception of the 
early chapters, which tell the typical story of 
the ambitious boy who works his way to an 
education, and the later account of his second 
marriage. Much of the book is about Chicago 
and Chicago politics, in this respect supple- 
menting such other recent books as Ernest 
Poole’s Giants gone (BULLETIN, Ap. '43) and 
Lords of the levee by Wendt and Kogan. 


See Booklist 39 :332 Ap. 15 '43. 


Kelly, Fred C. The Wright brothers. 
1943. 340p. illus. Harcourt, $3.50. 921 


Emphasis in this book is on the early expert- 
ments of the Wright brothers and their ultimate 
success. The exact nature of their discoveries 
and the extent of their contribution to flying 
is made clear; with a very detailed account of 
the long controversy with the Smithsonian In- 
stitution over the prior claims of the Langley 
machine. Of interest to older boys as well as to 
adult readers. 


Zweig, Stefan. The world of yesterday. 
1943. 455p. Viking, $3. 921 


Autoblography of a European intellectual, 
best known in American libraries for his blog- 
raphies of Marie Antoinette and Mary Queen 
of Scots. Born in 1881 into a well-to-do Jewish 
family in Vienna, he became part of the cul- 
tural life of the early 20th century. At the 
close of the first world war he saw his native 
Austria reduced to a fragment. With the events 
which led to the second his intellectual and spir- 
itual foundations were entirely destroyed. The 
narrative ends with 1939 when he was living 
as an exile in England. Later he came to this 
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country, went from here to Brazil, where in 
February 1942, he took his own life, unable 
“after long years of homeless wandering” to 
make a new beginning. 


History and Travel 


Childers, James Saxon. War eagles; the 
story of the Eagle squadron. 1943. 
345p. illus. Appleton, $3.75. 940.53 


“An informal account of the American fight- 
ing squadron’s connection with the R. A. F. 
from 1940 to 1942. . . . Combat incidents are 
graphically described often in the flyers’ ver- 
batim reports . .. with many realistic conver- 
sations. Adventure rather than history.’”—Book- 
list. 


See Booklist 39 :366 My. 15 '43. 


Curie, Eve. Journey among warriors. 
1943. 501p. Doubleday, $3.50. 940.53 


On Nov. 10, 1941, Eve Curie left New York 
on the first clipper to fly from New York to 
the west coast of Africa by way of Brazil. From 
Africa she went to the Near East and on into 
Russia. From Russia she backtracked, turning 
east again at Teheren to fly to China, with 
stop overs in India. As in other books of such 
general world-wide proportions, it is the chap- 
ters on Russia which will be found most inter- 
esting. To some readers a description of a 
church service will be particularly so. But per- 
haps the highlight of the book is an interview 
with Gandhi, at which two opposed philosophies 
came into contact without meeting. 


Graebner, Walter. Round trip to Russia. 
1943. 216p. illus. Lippincott, $3. 
940.53 


A typical foreign correspondent’s book, brisk 
and business-like, reporting what came before 
his eyes with competence. Doesn’t try to glam- 
orize Russia, and gives a frankly depressing 
picture of the condition and state of mind of 
the foreign correspondents who are stationed 
there ; after which the account of Wendell Will- 
kle’s visit comes like a fresh breeze. 


See Booklist 39 :351 My. 1 ’43. 


Haskins, Caryl P. The Amazon. 1943. 
415p. illus. Doubleday, $4. 918.1 


A readable but very substantial book on the 
Amazon river, its geography, history, economic 
and political significance. We think of the Am- 
azon as belonging to Brazil. The treatment here 
brings out the fact that its waters flow from 
six of the South American nations. Superbly 
illustrated with photographs, a number of them 
taken from the air. 
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Johnsen, Julia E. Independence for In- 
dia? 1948. 292p. Wilson, $1.25. 954 


A recent addition to the Reference Shelf on 
a timely subject. Following general discussion, 
articles are arranged under the heads: the Case 
for India, and the Case for Great Britain. 


Muelder, H. R. and Delo, David M. Years 
of this land; a geographical history of 
the United States. 1943. 243p. illus. 
Appleton, $2.50. 973 


The authors are teachers in Knox college in 
Illinois, one a professor of History, one of Geol- 
ogy. In condacting a course called The Middle 
West, they discovered how hazy the average 
student’s ideas were as to the greographical 
backgrounds of our history. Reasoning that this 
must be true also of the general public, they 
have prepared this book, which is written ia 
readable style and seems well adapted to fulfill 
its purpose. 


Redmond, Juanita. I served on Bataan. 
1943. 167p. illus. Lippincott, $1.75. 
940.53 


As a companion volume to the book by Julia 
O. Flikke, here is a book by a nurse who was 
really in action. A simple, direct narrative, 
surprisingly objective. 


See Booklist 39:317 Ap. 1 °43. 


Smith, DeCost. Indian experiences. 1943. 
3887p. illus. Caxton, $4. 970.1 


“The year was 1884, the first days of autumn, 
and I was twenty. With my brother, a year and 
a half older, I had come to study Indians— 
he to photograph; I to paint them.” The place 
was Dakota territory where the author was to 
come to know Sitiing Bull and other outstand- 
ing figures of the period. His book is a mine of 
first-hand information about the Plains Indians 
and, while somewhat expensive, is well worth 
adding to collections about the American Indian 
in larger libraries. 


Van Doren, Carl. Mutiny in January. 
1943. 288p. Viking, $3.50. 973.3 


In January, 1781, certain regiments of the 
Pennsylvania Liné, in camp at Mount Kemble, 
New Jersey, went on strike. The military word 
for it is mutiny, but what took place, as Mr. 
Van Doren describes it, had many of the char- 
acteristics of a well-conducted and orderly 
strike. The men, who had honest grievances, as 
George Washington frankly recognized, took 
matters into their own hands, disregarded their 
officers, elected a committee to represent them, 
and there was nothing for General Anthony 
Wayne and the State of Pennsylvania to do but 
bargain with them. The records are scant. The 
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personalities, even the names which would have 
given color to the narrative are lost. Neverthe- 
less, it provides an interesting and very surpris- 
ing instance of democracy at work in wartime. 


White, W. L. Queens die proudly. 1943. 
2738p. Harcourt, $2.50. 940.53 


An account of the operations of a flying fort- 
ress in the air campaigns in the South Pacific, 
written in vivid narrative style by the author 
of They were expendable. 


Fiction 


Allen, Hervey. The forest and the fort. 
1948. 344p. Farrar, $2.50. 


This first of six novels, everftually to be pub- 
lished as one, is the story of a white boy who 
grows up in Indian captivity and makes his re- 
turn to white civilization as he reaches the 
verge of manhood. The scenes are in the for- 
ests along the Ohio and at Fort Pitt at the 
time it is under siege dnring the French and 
Indian war. Is filled with characters and move- 
ment and has many vivid descriptive scenes, 
Love interest is incidental. So far, little plot 
begins to emerge although there are indications 
that the work as a whole may prove to be an 
American historical novel of significance. 


See Booklist 39 :333 Ap. 15 °43. 


Bengtsson, Frans. Red Orm. 1943. 3338p. 
Scribner, $2.50. 


Lively and lusty tale of raid and pillage in 
the Viking age. Translated from the Swedish, 
reads easily and will be enjoyed by readers who 
can take the casual killings as all in the day’s 
work. 


Dinesen, Isak. Winter’s tales. 1943. 


3813p. Random, $2.50. 


Readers who remember the author’s Seven 
gothic tales with pleasure will welcome this 
new book. The stories are somewhat less dis- 
tinctive, but like those of the earlier work, they 
have a strange charm which the discriminating 
will appreciate. 


Flint, Elizabeth C. The pine tree shield. 
1943. 251p. illus. Doubleday, $2.50. 


Although it is called a novel, this reads like 
a record of personal experience and perhaps 
will appeal more to the person who likes that 
type of book than to the average novel reader. 
It is a wife’s story of her life with her husband 
in the forest .service. It begins in 1909 with 
their meeting on the Minnesota iron range 
where she is a teacher and follows them through 
the ups-and-downs, discouragements and frus- 
trations of twenty-five years to final success 
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and recognition; giving also a convincing pic- 
ture of the service as it has developed from 
its early beginnings. 


Lewis, Sinclair. Gideon Planish. 1943. 
438p. Random, $2.50. 


Heavy satire directed at professional philan- 
thropists who organize societies to save the 
country, or save the world, is the line followed 
in this new Lewis novel. Gideon Planish is a 
duli young man with a gift for public speaking 
who rises in the academic world to a position 
as dean of a small college. Deserting academic 
life, he becomes the paid promoter of various 
organizations, the year 1941 finding him the 
head official of the Dynamos of Democratic Di- 
rection—the DDD’s. At least one of the char- 
acters will be easily recognizable; others may 
also be drawn from life. Its popularity will de- 
pend on the extent to which public taste has 
not changed since Elmer Gantry (1927). 


See Booklist 39 :354 My. 1 '43. 


Stephenson, Geneva. Melody in dark- 
ness. 1943. 497p. Macmillan, $2.75. 


This novel starts out to be a tale in the pure- 
ly romantic-adventure tradition, but as it pro- 
ceeds the recital of the truly horrifying social 
conditions in 18th-century England tends to 
throw it over into realism. The hero, a blind 
musician who has fallen in with a mysterious 
vagabond lady, sets out with her on the road 
to London, he to provide money, she the eyes 
to guide his steps. The story of their adven- 
tures is long and, in a way, leisurely, although 
beset with almost unbelievable dangers and 
narraw escapes. The musical background of the 
period will give it another interest for some 
readers. 


Thompson, Sydney. Love leaves no 
choice. 1943. 283p. Macrae, $2. 


Although, as Its title indicates, this book falls 
into the light novel class, it turns out to be a 
really good story of the theatre. David Thorne, 
who has lost his position as teacher in a boys’ 
school through an act of carelessness which re- 
sulted fatally for two of the students, has come 
to New York to hide his disgrace and to find 
other work. Falling in with Julie, a hopeful 
young actress, he accompanies her to a try-out 
for a production of As you like it, where to his 
surprise, he is accepted for a minor part, while 
Julie is turned down. He is given other small 
roles but finally comes into his own as a direc- 
tor, where the talents which had made him a 
success aS a teacher can be put to use. 


Warrick, La Mar. Yesterday’s children. 
1943. 202p. Crowell, $2. 


Story of an American family, Jim and Doris 
and their son Randy, living in Elmwood, IIf- 
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nois, a suburb of Chicago. Randy is a sopho- 
more in high school when the story opens; he 
has graduated, entered college, is eighteen and 
in the air force when it ends. The situations, 
the dialog and the attitudes will all be familiar. 
Has humor, although the effect of the whole 
is serious and thoughtful. 


Mystery and Western 


Derleth, August. The seven who waited. 
1943. 230p. Scribner, $2. 


One of the author’s typical Judge Peck mys- 
teries, its action centering in an old stone house 
set “midway on the road between Baraboo, the 
county seat on the northwest, and Devil’s Lake 
on the southeast.” 


Gooden, Arthur Henry. Guns on the 
high mesa. 1943. 248p. Houghton, $2. 


Well-written and fast-moving western with 
more villainous plots and narrow escapes to the 
square yard than seems quite allowable for one 
book. 


Hopkins, Stanley. Murder by inches. 


1943. 284p. Harcourt, $2. 


Story involving murder and sabotage, by a 
new author in this field. 


Raine, William Macleod. Hell and high 
water. 1943. 241p. Houghton, $2. 


A good western story with some new twists 
to the plot. The scene is in Indian Territory at 
the time when the five Indian Nations still had 
the administration of law in their own hands. 
Cleburn Hightower, a full-blood Choctaw, has 
been convicted of murder, since there were no 
witnesses to prove he acted in self defense. Ac- 
cording to Indian custom he is set free, on his 
own promise to appear at the appointed time 
for his execution. The action of the story grows 
out of the efforts which his friend Bob Lee 
makes during this interval to find the needed 
evidence to show his innocence, 


Tuttle, W. C. Hidden blood. 1943. 244p. 
Houghton, $2. 


Western-detective story in which the author’s 
two popular characters, Hashknife Hartley and 
Sleepy Stevens, foil an intricate plot and clear 
an honest cattleman accused of crime. 


White, Ethel Lina. Put out the light. 
1943. 298p. Harper, $2. 
Typical White mystery story, with a build-up 


to the murder, which comes late in the story, 
to be followed by the solution. 
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Children’s Books 


Bechdolt, Jack and Merwin, Decie. Dul- 
cie, or half-a-yard of linsey woolsey. 
19438. 72p. illus. Dutton, $1.50. 


Contains four stories about a quaint little 
body named Dulcie, the best of which is the 
title story. The half-rhymes scattered through 
the pages suggest Dulcie herself, who skips 
through each adventure. Square. Boards. Grades 
1-3. 


Foster, Constance J. This rich world. 
1943. 158p. illus. McBride, $2. 332.4 


Simple explanations of such complicated mat- 
ters as inflation and investments are found in 
this book, the subtitle of which is The story of 
money, as well as the historical development of 
a medium of exchange from barter to rationing. 
The title is not without meaning, however, as 
the author carefully distinguishes throughout 
between the terms ‘‘wealth” and “money.” 
Grade 5-up. 


Garbutt, Katharine K. Michael the colt. 
1943. 38p. illus. Houghton, 85c. 


One of the Nursery Books issued by Hough- 
ton Mifflin at 85c, all well made and attractive ; 
this one with charming pictures but rather com- 
monplace text. Everyday birds by Gertrude Al- 
len, listed in the April BULLETIN, belengs to 
the same series, 


Gaul, Albro T. Picture book of insects. 
1943. 40p. illus. Lothrop, $1.50. 


Enlarged photographs and shadow pictures 
showing life-size are useful features of this 
simply-written but informative book on common 
insects, as is also the motivation it gives for 
insect-collecting as a hobby. Boards. Grades 3-6. 


Gould, Dorothea. Very first garden. 
1943, 48p. illus. Oxford, 50c. 


Pint-sized but practical bound-in-boards hand- 
book for young gardeners, attractively bound 
and decorated in fresh leafy green. Grades 3-6. 


Lent, Henry B. Bombardier. 1943. 171p. 
photographs. Macmillan, $2. 


As in other books by this popular author, 
official photographs illustrate the progress of 
a member of one of the Army Air Force services. 
Though personalized by the character of Tom 
Dixon, this is really the type of factual report 
that is more in demand than fiction. Grade 5 up. 


See Booklist 39 :356 My. 1 °43. 


Harris, Leonore. Big lonely dog. 1943. 
unp. illus. Houghton, 85c. 
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Another of the Nursery Books, telling the 
story of a Great Dane whose size gets him into 
trouble when he only wants to be friendly. 


*Judson, Clara Ingram. People who 
work in the country and ‘in the city. 
1943. 94p. illus. Rand, $2. 


In addition to describing the usual farm ac- 
tivities carried on by members of the family 
and the hired help, the country section of this 
book brings in such comparatively modern fig- 
ures, as the 4-H leader, the county agent, the 
public health nurse and the bookmobile librar- 
fan. The city section supplements the two 
earlier books, People who come to our house, 
and People who work near our house. The coun- 
try section is the real contribution for small li- 
braries ; although there are one or two slip-ups 
which a bright farm boy will spot. A Junior 
Literary Guild selection. 


Miller, Margaret. Along our coast. 1942. 
60p. illus. Dodd, $1.50. 591.92 


Described informally in short chapters, such 
sea creatures as sea lions, sharks, starfish, sea 
otter, ete., are here depicted in an interesting 
form, useful for reference but suitable for pleas- 
ure reading. Illustrated with photographs. 
Grade 4-up. 


Peet, Creighton. The runaway train. 
1943. unp. illus. Holt, $1.75. 


Photographs illustrate the amazing story of 
the present that David received for his tenth 
birthday. To the surprise of the boys who were 
setting it up, it ran away—through parks, busi- 
ness districts and private homes—always pro- 
viding itself with track upon which to run. 
Reading level, grades 3-4. Interest level, pre- 
school and grades 1-2. 


Tousey, Sanford. Lumberjack Bill. 1943. 
48p. illus. Houghton, $1.75. 


How Bill earns his new name in his uncle’s 
lumber camp in northern Wisconsin is the sub- 
stance of this simply told but informative story. 
Large print. Well bound. Grades 3-5. 


See Booklist 39 :357 My. 1 °43. 


Whitehead, Roberta. Five and ten. 1943. 
illus. Houghton, 85c. 
Little children who have had the experience 
will enjoy sharing Molly’s shopping excursion 


to the five and ten. Bright colored pictures with 
brief simple text. One of the Nursery Books. 


Wood, Esther. Silver Widgeon. 1942. 
227p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


* Suggested for libraries with limited book 
funds. ? 
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Peter wanted nothing better than a ride in 
the Silver Widgeon, and when his brother Pud- 
gy and he were invited to fly to Canada in the 
beautiful plane, it seemed too good to be true. 
Later, when they were forced down in the wil- 
derness, Peter was able to show skeptical Mr. 
Bickle that modern boys have courage and 
stamina, after all. Grades 3-6. 


See Booklist 39 :206 Ja. 1 '43. 
Grown-up Fairy Tale 


Saint Exupery, Antoine de. The little 
prince. 19438. 91p. illus. Reynal, $2. 


This remarkable book is not a story for chil- 
dren, but for the child in the adult. Among 
children, the poor reader does not read it at 
all, the average reader is offended by the liber- 
ty taken with legitimate areas of make-believe, 
and even the good- reader, lacking the perspec- 
tive of moral and aesthetic principles, is puz- 
zled by something just beyond his grasp. “I 
think maybe it was meant for children,” sug- 
gests a sensitive and throughtful six grader, 
“but it was written by someone a lot smarter 
than we are.” In the dedication the author re- 
marks that all grownups were once children— 
“although few of them remember it.” This book 
is for those who do. 

—DeELLA FarmMgeR THOMAS. 


For Young People 


Allen, Adam. Dollar a share. 1943. 247p. 
illus. Random, $2. 


The principles of the cooperative movement 
are well set forth in this story of the boys of 
Kent Junior high whose disappointment when 
they are told that the school will not be able to 
furnish them with football equipment turns to 
action. A good modern story for boys of 7th- 
9th grades. 


Conway, Helene. A year to grow. 1943. 
224p. Longmans, $2. 


Story following the year’s activities in a con- 
vent school, where Anne, accustomed to the 
privacy of a home in which she is the only 
child, has to learn to live in cooperation with 
others. Emphasis is on sports and activities and 
on the discipline and routines of the school. 
The situations are the natural ones that might 
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arise in such a situation, and some of the char- 
acters, among both students and sisters, are 
well done. 


Grey, Zane. The Zane Grey omnibus; ed. 
by Ruth G. Gentles. 1948. 409p. Har- 
per, $1.32. 


These selections from Zane Grey’s writings 
include one complete novel, Wild horse mesa 
a few short sketches and some of his Tales of 
fishes. The compiler is a high school librarian 
in Rochester, New York, and the book is pro- 
vided with biographical and critical introduc- 
tions, and with notes and topics for discussion. 
There are also suggestions for further reading 
of related character. — 


Lay, Beirne. I wanted wings. 1943. 355p. 

Harper, 

This popular book on flight training now ap- 
pears edited for school use in Harper’s Modern 
Classics. Questions for class discussion, a bib- 
liography of books on aviation and a list of 
aviation films have been added. 


Summers, Richard Aldrich. The battle 
of the Sierras. 1943. 2385p. Oxford, 
$2. 


There is much authentic history, as well as 
engineering information, in this story of the 
laying of the Central Pacific tracks across the 
high Sierras. The part played by Chinese labor 
in this heroic feat is one element in the story 
which has historic authenticity. Another is the 
brutal labor policy of the period, particularly as 
it was applied to the Chinese workers. The ap- 
parent justification of this policy is the one 
feature which mars an otherwise excellent book 
for boys. 


Yates, Elizabeth. Patterns on the wall. 
1943. 241p. illus. Knopf, $2. , 


The Junior Literary Guild chose this book as 
the April selection for older girls. The Booklist 
classes it as adult fiction, Its appeal will prob- 
ably be to girls who are beginning to ask for 
love stories, for while the central character is 
a boy, apprenticed to an itinerant painter, the - 
emphasis on art, combined with the love inter- 
est, makes it a book for girls rather than boys. 
Has considerable information about an early 
American art, wall stenciling. 


See Booklist 39 :321 Ap. 1 '43. 





